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to the page. In addition, or as an alternative, an advertise-
ment may be displayed within an application. An advertise-
ment may be displayed within dedicated pages, requiring the
user to interact with or watch the advertisement before the
user may access a page or utilize an application. The user
may, for example view the advertisement through a web
browser.

[0285] A user may interact with an advertisement in any
suitable manner. The user may click or otherwise select the
advertisement. By selecting the advertisement, the user may
be directed to (or a browser or other application being used
by the user) a page associated with the advertisement. At the
page associated with the advertisement, the user may take
additional actions, such as purchasing a product or service
associated with the advertisement, receiving information
associated with the advertisement, or subscribing to a news-
letter associated with the advertisement. An advertisement
with audio or video may be played by selecting a component
of the advertisement (like a “play button”). Alternatively, by
selecting the advertisement, social networking system 1202
may execute or modify a particular action of the user.
[0286] An advertisement may also include social-net-
working-system functionality that a user may interact with.
As an example and not by way of limitation, an advertise-
ment may enable a user to “like” or otherwise endorse the
advertisement by selecting an icon or link associated with
endorsement. As another example and not by way of limi-
tation, an advertisement may enable a user to search (e.g., by
executing a query) for content related to the advertiser.
Similarly, a user may share the advertisement with another
user (e.g., through social networking system 1202) or RSVP
(e.g., through social networking system 1202) to an event
associated with the advertisement. In addition, or as an
alternative, an advertisement may include social-network-
ing-system context directed to the user. As an example and
not by way of limitation, an advertisement may display
information about a friend of the user within social network-
ing system 1202 who has taken an action associated with the
subject matter of the advertisement.

[0287] In particular embodiments, social networking sys-
tem 1202 may determine the social-graph affinity (which
may be referred to herein as “affinity”) of various social-
graph entities for each other. Affinity may represent the
strength of a relationship or level of interest between par-
ticular objects associated with the online social network,
such as users, concepts, content, actions, advertisements,
other objects associated with the online social network, or
any suitable combination thereof. Affinity may also be
determined with respect to objects associated with third-
party systems 1208 or other suitable systems. An overall
affinity for a social-graph entity for each user, subject matter,
or type of content may be established. The overall affinity
may change based on continued monitoring of the actions or
relationships associated with the social-graph entity.
Although this disclosure describes determining particular
affinities in a particular manner, this disclosure contemplates
determining any suitable affinities in any suitable manner.
[0288] In particular embodiments, social networking sys-
tem 1202 may measure or quantify social-graph affinity
using an affinity coefficient (which may be referred to herein
as “coefficient”). The coeflicient may represent or quantify
the strength of a relationship between particular objects
associated with the online social network. The coefficient
may also represent a probability or function that measures a
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predicted probability that a user will perform a particular
action based on the user’s interest in the action. In this way,
a user’s future actions may be predicted based on the user’s
prior actions, where the coeflicient may be calculated at least
in part the history of the user’s actions. Coefficients may be
used to predict any number of actions, which may be within
or outside of the online social network. As an example and
not by way of limitation, these actions may include various
types of communications, such as sending messages, posting
content, or commenting on content; various types of a
observation actions, such as accessing or viewing profile
pages, media, or other suitable content; various types of
coincidence information about two or more social-graph
entities, such as being in the same group, tagged in the same
photograph, checked-in at the same location, or attending
the same event; or other suitable actions. Although this
disclosure describes measuring affinity in a particular man-
ner, this disclosure contemplates measuring affinity in any
suitable manner.

[0289] In particular embodiments, social networking sys-
tem 1202 may use a variety of factors to calculate a
coeflicient. These factors may include, for example, user
actions, types of relationships between objects, location
information, other suitable factors, or any combination
thereof. In particular embodiments, different factors may be
weighted differently when calculating the coefficient. The
weights for each factor may be static or the weights may
change according to, for example, the user, the type of
relationship, the type of action, the user’s location, and so
forth. Ratings for the factors may be combined according to
their weights to determine an overall coefficient for the user.
As an example and not by way of limitation, particular user
actions may be assigned both a rating and a weight while a
relationship associated with the particular user action is
assigned a rating and a correlating weight (e.g., so the
weights total 130%). To calculate the coefficient of a user
towards a particular object, the rating assigned to the user’s
actions may comprise, for example, 60% of the overall
coeflicient, while the relationship between the user and the
object may include 40% of the overall coefficient. In par-
ticular embodiments, the social networking system 1202
may consider a variety of variables when determining
weights for various factors used to calculate a coefficient,
such as, for example, the time since information was
accessed, decay factors, frequency of access, relationship to
information or relationship to the object about which infor-
mation was accessed, relationship to social-graph entities
connected to the object, short- or long-term averages of user
actions, user feedback, other suitable variables, or any
combination thereof. As an example and not by way of
limitation, a coefficient may include a decay factor that
causes the strength of the signal provided by particular
actions to decay with time, such that more recent actions are
more relevant when calculating the coefficient. The ratings
and weights may be continuously updated based on contin-
ued tracking of the actions upon which the coefficient is
based. Any type of process or algorithm may be employed
for assigning, combining, averaging, and so forth the ratings
for each factor and the weights assigned to the factors. In
particular embodiments, social networking system 1202
may determine coeflicients using machine-learning algo-
rithms trained on historical actions and past user responses,
or data farmed from users by exposing them to various
options and measuring responses. Although this disclosure



